By Nick Fielding 

Chief Investigative Reporter 
THE figures are hazy, the light 
ocd but there appears to be no 

bt. Lying on a table covered 
C 
skin grey and staring black eyes 
expressionless. 

Two people hover around the 
extra-t and one of them 
begins to cut the fabric and 
remove handfuls of innards. 


contain a pecurity ry coding in a corner: 

‘Restricted Access. A01 Classifica- 

gs: a July 30th 1947’. 
The so-called ‘tent footage’ 


to be an examination of an alien 
recovered from a spacecraft which 
crashed near the isolated New Mex- 
ico town of Roswell in 1947. 

These few seconds of video, which 
first appeared i in 1994, and another 
better-known segment of film - the 
‘alien autops: footage, which 


ayear 
‘O enthusiasts and generated 
— Internet. 
have been shown on countless 
TV stations and subjected to — 
conceivable test to 
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UNMASKED: Bateman with 
the ‘alien’ head made from a wig holder 


Ji lighis 
of Santas, 


SHADY MOVES: The faked alien examination, filmed at night using paraffin lamps and a scarecrow’s coat as props 


FILM LAUNCH: Ray Santilli 


conned and didn’t think it was 
very good. He said it should 
have been clearer and should 
also have had a restricted 
notice on it.’ 

Bateman got the film back, 
superimposed the bogus class- 
ification message and sent it 
back to Santilli, who told the 
two men he could not use it. 

Early in 1995, Bateman says, 
he was surprised to hear San- 
tilli’s friend and UFO enthusiast 
Reg Presley of Sixties pop 
group The Troggs mention the 
tent footage in an interview. 

Despite having rejected their 
film, Santilli refused at this 
time to criticise it in public. 

That summer, Bateman and 
Price-Watts decided to put their 
film out on a video being made 


* 


by producer Bruce Barlow 
called Penetrating The Web 2. 
In the meantime Santilli had 
apparently acquired his alien 
autopsy film and, unknown to 
us, was planning a huge media 
launch in about a dozen differ- 
ent countries,’ says Price-Watts. 

‘I had already got a slot on 
GMTV to talk about our film 
and when Ray heard about this 
he was not pleased. He flew 
back from a holiday in America 
and came straight to our 
offices, telling us our film 
would mess up his launch. 

‘He offered to pay us if we 
agreed not to promote the film 
for 10 weeks, which we agreed 
to.’ 

With his potential competitors 
out of the way, Santilli launched 


UNDERCOVER OPERATION: 


Scene of the ‘alien’ encounter 


the main autopsy film around 
the world. Of much better qual- 
ity than the tent footage, it pur- 
ports to show an autopsy taking 
place in an operating theatre. 

Despite knowing the back- 
ground to the tent footage, San- 
tilli adopted an ambiguous 
attitude to it. 

‘The first piece of film I saw 
at Santilli’s office was the tent 
footage’, says independent UFO 
researcher Philip Mantle. ‘He 
said it came from a “scrap reel” 
from the army cameraman. It 
had been processed by some 
friends of his, but when he had 
taken it to America and shown 
it to the cameraman after pro- 
cessing, the man said he did not 
recognise segments of it. 

‘Only later did he admit it had 


been tampered with, although 
it now appears it was shot 
entirely in the UK.’ 

On numerous other occasions 
Santilli failed to state the truth 
about the tent footage, namely 
that it had been faked by people 
he knew. 

In June 1995, for example, 
when asked during an Internet 
UFO conference if the people in 
the tent footage had been iden- 
tified as actors or military per- 
sonnel, he replied: ‘Those seen 
in the tent footage have not yet 
been identified, but in time Iam 
sure they will.’ 

The story resurfaced last 
year when a former colleague 
of Bateman and Price-Watts 
published some details on the 
Internet. 

Bateman says the pair were 
pestered with calls, letters and 
e-mails after their names and 
addresses were published on 
the Internet and he even moved 
home after becoming worried 
about the safety of his family. 

‘That is why we have decided 
to talk now. We are fed up with 
the crazy UFO nuts for whom 
this story is the centre of their 
lives.’ 

Graham Birdsall, editor of 
UFO magazine, said most UFO 
researchers would be unsur- 

rised to learn the tent footage 

d been faked. 

He added: ‘It clearly casts 
even more doubt on the 
so-called alien autopsy footage. 
It may only be a matter of time 
before the whole story comes 
out.’ 
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THE SUPERSONIC CELEBRATION 
Ask anyone, “What are your ambitions in life; 
what dream would you like to come true? 

We guarantee that a certain wish will be expressed 
again and again... “I want to fly Concorde”. 


THE 1999 PROGRAMME 


CONCORDE FLIGHTS OF FANTASY GOLD 
*Concorde 30th Anniversary Celebration in 
Toulouse 
Vienna and Prague Serenade 
*The Monaco Grand Prix 
*Greenland - Icebergs in the Midnight Sun 
*The Andalucia Flamenco 
petra - The Rose Red City 
*Cairo and the Land of the Pharaohs 
*The Istanbul Magic Carpet 
christmas in Lapland 
*The Millennium Ball in Vienna 


CONCORDE WITH THE ORIENT-EXPRESS 
Canterbury with the Golden Arrow Pullman 
Paris = *Venice 
xVenice and Prague *Prague 
* The Monaco Grand Prix 


CONCORDE WITH QUEEN ELIZABETH 2 
AND THE ORIENT-EXPRESS 
* New York 


CONCORDE SUPERSONIC WEEKENDS 
paris New York 
Cairo prague *Venice 
Seville and Andalucia Istanbul 


CONCORDE DAY FLIGHTS 
Paris Monaco Grand Prix 
Supersonic Champagne Flights 
*Concorde 30th Anniversary *Solar Eclipse 
* Christmas Party Flights 


To order your personal copy of the 1999 Flights of Fantasy 
Concorde brochure, please call us on 


(01227) 764949 


quoting reference MOS or write to 
GOODWOOD TRAVEL LTD, 
St. Andrews House, Station Road East, Canterbury, Kent ci 2WD 
www.concorde.co.uk 
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and Price-Watts decided to try to impression it was being held,’ says 

make their own version. Andy. ‘The strange camera angles 
Their added to of the film’ 


` research led them to a stoy § 
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